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LYONS, J u s t i c e . 

V o l v o T r u c k s N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . ("Volvo T r u c k s " ) , 

a p p e a l s f r o m an a r b i t r a t i o n award e n t e r e d a g a i n s t i t i n f a v o r 

o f D o l p h i n L i n e , I n c . ( " D o l p h i n " ) . We a f f i r m . 

F a c t u a l B a c k g r o u n d and P r o c e d u r a l H i s t o r y 

I n A p r i l 2006, D o l p h i n s u e d V o l v o T r u c k s , V o l v o Group 

N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . ("Volvo G r o u p " ) , and K e n w o r t h o f M o b i l e , 

I n c . d/b/a V o l v o T r u c k s o f M o b i l e ("Kenworth") i n t h e M o b i l e 

C i r c u i t C o u r t . I n i t s c o m p l a i n t , D o l p h i n a l l e g e d t h a t i t had 

e n t e r e d i n t o an agreement w i t h V o l v o T r u c k s , V o l v o Group, and 

K e n w o r t h ( c o l l e c t i v e l y " t h e d e f e n d a n t s " ) whereby D o l p h i n 

a g r e e d t o p u r c h a s e s e v e r a l v e h i c l e s f r o m t h e d e f e n d a n t s on t h e 

c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e d e f e n d a n t s w o u l d s u b s e q u e n t l y r e p u r c h a s e 

t h e v e h i c l e s a t a s p e c i f i e d p r i c e . D o l p h i n a l l e g e d t h a t t h e 

d e f e n d a n t s s u b s e q u e n t l y f a i l e d t o r e p u r c h a s e t h e v e h i c l e s and 

t h a t D o l p h i n s u f f e r e d f i n a n c i a l i n j u r y as a r e s u l t . D o l p h i n 

s t a t e d c l a i m s o f b r e a c h o f c o n t r a c t , m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , u n j u s t 

e n r i c h m e n t , and p r o m i s s o r y e s t o p p e l . 

K e n w o r t h moved t o s t a y t h e a c t i o n and t o com p e l 

a r b i t r a t i o n , a r g u i n g , b a s e d on c e r t a i n p r e d i s p u t e a g r e e m e n t s 

w i t h D o l p h i n , t h a t a r b i t r a t i o n was r e q u i r e d u n d e r t h e F e d e r a l 
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A r b i t r a t i o n A c t , 9 U.S.C. § 1 e t s e q . ("the F A A " ) . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , V o l v o T r u c k s and V o l v o Group j o i n t l y moved t o 

s t a y t h e a c t i o n and t o compel a r b i t r a t i o n b a s e d on r e l a t e d 

a r g u m e n t s . The t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d t h e d e f e n d a n t s ' m o t i o n s , 

and t h e d e f e n d a n t s a p p e a l e d t h e t r i a l c o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n t o t h i s 

C o u r t . I n K e n w o r t h o f M o b i l e , I n c . v. D o l p h i n L i n e , I n c . , 988 

So. 2d 534 ( A l a . 2 0 0 8 ) , t h i s C o u r t r e v e r s e d t h e t r i a l c o u r t ' s 

d e c i s i o n and d i r e c t e d t h e t r i a l c o u r t t o e n t e r an o r d e r 

s t a y i n g t h e a c t i o n and c o m p e l l i n g D o l p h i n t o a r b i t r a t e i t s 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t t h e d e f e n d a n t s . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , on A p r i l 25, 2008, t h e p a r t i e s e n t e r e d an 

agreement t h e y s t y l e d " P o s t D i s p u t e A r b i t r a t i o n A g r e e m e n t . " 

That agreement p r o v i d e d , i n r e l e v a n t p a r t : 

" [ D o l p h i n ] , V o l v o N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . [ 1 ] and 
[ V o l v o T r u c k s ] ( c o l l e c t i v e l y ' V o l v o ' ) , and 
[ K e n w o r t h ] , t h r o u g h c o u n s e l , a g r e e t o a r b i t r a t e a l l 
d i s p u t e s s e t f o r t h i n t h e Demand (and any amendments 
t h e r e t o ) u n d e r 1975 Code o f A l a b a m a , § 6-6-1, e t  
s e q . , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e f o l l o w i n g t e r m s and 
c o n d i t i o n s : 

1 I t i s u n c l e a r w h e t h e r V o l v o N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . , and 
V o l v o Group a r e t h e same e n t i t y . However, V o l v o Group l a t e r 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e r e s u l t i n g a r b i t r a t i o n and i n s t a t i n g h i s 
d e c i s i o n t h e a r b i t r a t o r e x p r e s s l y named " V o l v o Group N o r t h 
A m e r i c a , I n c . " 
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"3. I n m a k i n g any award, t h e A r b i t r a t o r s h a l l 
f o l l o w c o n t r o l l i n g A labama l a w s and p r e c e d e n t s . " 

P u r s u a n t t o t h e a g r e e m e n t , t h e d i s p u t e was p r e s e n t e d t o an 

a r b i t r a t o r on November 18 and 19, 2008. I t i s u n d i s p u t e d t h a t 

K e n w o r t h and D o l p h i n had by t h a t t i m e r e a c h e d a s e t t l e m e n t 

agreement and t h a t K e n w o r t h d i d n o t p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e 

a r b i t r a t i o n . On May 28, 2009, t h e a r b i t r a t o r i s s u e d a 

d e c i s i o n a w a r d i n g D o l p h i n $1,245,348 a g a i n s t V o l v o Group and 

V o l v o T r u c k s . 

On June 26, 2009, V o l v o T r u c k s f i l e d a n o t i c e o f a p p e a l 

t o t h i s C o u r t f r o m t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n ; t h a t a p p e a l was 

a s s i g n e d c a s e no. 1081277. A l s o on June 26, 2009, V o l v o 

Group, s t a t i n g t h a t i t had been i n c o r r e c t l y i d e n t i f i e d as 

V o l v o T r u c k s , f i l e d a m o t i o n w i t h t h e M o b i l e C i r c u i t C o u r t t o 

a l t e r , amend, o r v a c a t e t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s award u n d e r R u l e 59 

and R u l e 71B, A l a . R. C i v . P. V o l v o Group a r g u e d t h a t t h e 

a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n c o n f l i c t e d w i t h Alabama l a w and, c i t i n g 

t h i s C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News Co. v. H o r n , 901 So. 

2d 27 ( A l a . 2 0 0 4 ) , o v e r r u l e d by H e r e f o r d v. D.R. H o r t o n , I n c . , 

13 So. 3d 375 ( A l a . 2 0 0 9 ) , a r g u e d t h a t t h e award s h o u l d be s e t 

a s i d e as b e i n g i n m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . 

D o l p h i n r e s p o n d e d t o V o l v o Group's m o t i o n and 

4 



1081277, 1081713 

s u b s e q u e n t l y moved t h e t r i a l c o u r t t o e n t e r t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s 

d e c i s i o n as a f i n a l j u d g m e n t u n d e r R u l e 71C, A l a . R. C i v . P. 

The t r i a l c o u r t d i d so on A u g u s t 14, 2009. On t h e same day, 

V o l v o Group renewed i t s m o t i o n t o a l t e r , amend, o r v a c a t e t h e 

a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n u n d e r R u l e 59. On A u g u s t 17, 2009, t h e 

t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d " D e f e n d a n t s ' M o t i o n t o V a c a t e , A l t e r a n d / o r 

Amend Award E n t e r e d by A r b i t r a t o r , " e x p r e s s l y c o n c l u d i n g t h a t 

m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w was n o t a v a l i d b a s i s upon w h i c h 

i t c o u l d r e v i e w t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n . S u b s e q u e n t l y , on 

September 3, 2009, V o l v o T r u c k s f i l e d a s e c o n d n o t i c e o f 

a p p e a l ; t h a t a p p e a l was a s s i g n e d c a s e no. 1 0 8 1 7 1 3 . 2 

A n a l y s i s 

S e c t i o n 6-6-14 o f t h e Alabama A r b i t r a t i o n A c t , § 6-6-1 e t 

s e q . , A l a . Code 1975 ("AAA") p r o v i d e s : 

"An award made s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h 
t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h i s d i v i s i o n i s c o n c l u s i v e 
b e t ween t h e p a r t i e s t h e r e t o and t h e i r p r i v i e s as t o 
t h e m a t t e r s u b m i t t e d and c a n n o t be i n q u i r e d i n t o o r 
i m p e a c h e d f o r want o f f o r m o r f o r i r r e g u l a r i t y i f 
t h e award d e t e r m i n e s t h e m a t t e r o r c o n t r o v e r s y 

2The n o t i c e s o f a p p e a l i n b o t h c a s e no. 1081277 and 
1081713 name " V o l v o T r u c k s N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . " as t h e 
a p p e l l a n t . The a p p e l l a n t ' s b r i e f s on a p p e a l r e f e r g e n e r a l l y 
t o t h e a p p e l l a n t as " V o l v o . " I n s e v e r a l m o t i o n s f i l e d i n t h i s 
C o u r t , t h e a p p e l l a n t r e f e r s t o i t s e l f as " V o l v o Group N o r t h 
A m e r i c a , I n c . " F o r p u r p o s e s o f t h e s e a p p e a l s , we a r e a s s u m i n g 
t h a t V o l v o T r u c k s and V o l v o Group a r e a s i n g l e e n t i t y . 
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s u b m i t t e d , and s u c h award i s f i n a l , u n l e s s t h e 
a r b i t r a t o r s a r e g u i l t y o f f r a u d , p a r t i a l i t y , o r 
c o r r u p t i o n i n m a k i n g i t . " 

On a p p e a l , V o l v o T r u c k s a r g u e s t h a t , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

g r o u n d s o f f r a u d , p a r t i a l i t y , and c o r r u p t i o n i d e n t i f i e d i n 

§ 6-6-14, a r b i t r a t i o n awards u n d e r t h e AAA may be s e t a s i d e 

b a s e d on a f i n d i n g t h a t t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n i s i n 

m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . V o l v o T r u c k s a r g u e s t h a t t h e 

t r i a l c o u r t e r r e d i n c o n c l u d i n g o t h e r w i s e w i t h r e g a r d t o V o l v o 

G r o u p ' s p o s t j u d g m e n t m o t i o n and t h a t t h e a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n 

i s i n m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f Alabama l a w on s e v e r a l p o i n t s . 

V o l v o T r u c k s b a s e s i t s argument on t h i s C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n 

i n B i r m i n g h a m News, s u p r a . I n t h a t c a s e , t h i s C o u r t 

c o n s i d e r e d a p p e a l s f r o m a r b i t r a t i o n awards i n v o l v i n g c l a i m s 

g o v e r n e d by t h e FAA. 901 So. 2d a t 30. T h i s C o u r t n o t e d t h a t 

t h e a p p e l l a n t , t h e B i r m i n g h a m News Company ("the News"), d i d 

n o t r a i s e any a r g u m e n t s b a s e d on t h e g r o u n d s s e t f o r t h i n § 6-

6-14, s t a t i n g : 

"The News does n o t a r g u e t h a t t h e a r b i t r a t i o n 
awards i n t h i s a p p e a l were t h e p r o d u c t o f f r a u d , 
p a r t i a l i t y , o r c o r r u p t i o n on t h e p a r t o f t h e 
a r b i t r a t o r s . I t c o n t e n d s , however, t h a t o u r r e v i e w 
o f t h e awards s h o u l d be g o v e r n e d by t h e s t a n d a r d s 
p r e s c r i b e d by t h e FAA, as w e l l as by s e v e r a l 
' n o n s t a t u t o r y ' g r o u n d s , i n c l u d i n g a l l o w i n g an 
a r b i t r a t i o n award t o be v a c a t e d when t h e a r b i t r a t o r s 
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have been g u i l t y o f a ' m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e 

l a w . ' " 

901 So. 2d a t 42-43. I n a d d r e s s i n g t h e a p p e l l e e s ' argument 

t h a t o n l y t h o s e g r o u n d s s t a t e d i n § 6-6-14 s h o u l d a p p l y t o 

t h i s C o u r t ' s r e v i e w o f t h e a r b i t r a t o r s ' a w a r d s , t h i s C o u r t 

s t a t e d : 
"The AAA has had t h r o u g h o u t i t s h i s t o r y , u n t i l 

t h e l a s t d e c a d e , a f i e l d o f o p e r a t i o n o n l y w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o p o s t - d i s p u t e a g r e e m e n t s t o a r b i t r a t e . ... 

"... [ I ] t i s w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e s t a n d a r d s 
s e t o u t i n t h e FAA f o r r e v i e w i n g an a r b i t r a t o r ' s 
award a r e a p p l i c a b l e t o o u r r e v i e w i n t h i s c a s e . 

"To t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e l i m i t e d g r o u n d s l i s t e d 
i n § 6-6-14 ( f r a u d , p a r t i a l i t y , o r c o r r u p t i o n ) m i g h t 
a r g u a b l y g o v e r n j u d i c i a l r e v i e w o f an a r b i t r a t o r ' s 
award r e s u l t i n g f r o m a p o s t - d i s p u t e agreement t o 
a r b i t r a t e when t h e p a r t i e s have v o l u n t a r i l y o p t e d 
f o r a r b i t r a t i o n w i t h f u l l k n o w l e d g e o f t h e c o n t o u r s 
and s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e i r d i s p u t e , t h o s e g r o u n d s do 
n o t p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e r e v i e w o f a r b i t r a t o r s ' 
d e c i s i o n s i n t h e numerous and v a r i e d c o m m e r c i a l - and 
c o n s u m e r - t r a n s a c t i o n d i s p u t e s now b e i n g c h a n n e l e d t o 
a r b i t r a t i o n i n t h i s S t a t e t h r o u g h p r e d i s p u t e 
a g r e e m e n t s f o r a r b i t r a t i o n . " 

901 So. 2d a t 44-46. T h i s C o u r t t h e n c o n c l u d e d : " T h i s C o u r t 

has a d o p t e d 9 U.S.C. § 10 [ o f t h e FAA] as a p p l i c a b l e t o an 

a p p e a l o f an a r b i t r a t i o n award i n t h i s s t a t e , and we see no 

need t o r e t r e a t f r o m t h a t p o s i t i o n , " 901 So. 2d a t 46-47, 
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n o t i n g s u b s e q u e n t l y t h a t t h e g r o u n d s f o r r e v i e w s t a t e d i n § 10 

o f t h e FAA i n c l u d e d t h e g r o u n d s s e t f o r t h i n § 6-6-14. 

T h i s C o u r t i n B i r m i n g h a m News t h e n c o n s i d e r e d t h e 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f l a w as a g r o u n d f o r 

r e v i e w i n g t h e a r b i t r a t i o n awards b e f o r e i t . T h i s C o u r t 

r e v i e w e d t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e s t a n d a r d i n t h e f e d e r a l c o u r t s and 

i n t h e a p p e l l a t e c o u r t s o f o t h e r s t a t e s and t h e n c o n c l u d e d : 

" T h i s C o u r t j o i n s t h e m a j o r i t y o f o t h e r s t a t e a p p e l l a t e c o u r t s 

t h a t have c o n s i d e r e d t h e m a t t e r i n now r e c o g n i z i n g ' m a n i f e s t 

d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w ' as a g r o u n d a v a i l a b l e f o r r e v i e w i n g an 

a r b i t r a t i o n a ward." 901 So. 2d a t 50. 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , i n H a l l S t r e e t A s s o c i a t e s , L.L.C. v.  

M a t t e l , I n c . , 552 U.S. 576 ( 2 0 0 8 ) , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s Supreme 

C o u r t r e j e c t e d m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w as an a v a i l a b l e 

g r o u n d f o r r e v i e w i n g a r b i t r a t i o n awards u n d e r t h e FAA. I n 

H e r e f o r d v. D.R. H o r t o n , I n c . , 13 So. 3d 375, 380 ( A l a . 2 0 0 9 ) , 

t h i s C o u r t e x p l a i n e d : " [ T ] h e Supreme C o u r t o f t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , i n [ H a l l S t r e e t A s s o c i a t e s ] r e j e c t e d t h e c o n c l u s i o n 

t h a t i t had a d o p t e d m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w as an 

a d d i t i o n a l , n o n s t a t u t o r y g r o u n d f o r r e l i e f f r o m an 

a r b i t r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n . " B a s e d on H a l l S t r e e t A s s o c i a t e s , t h i s 
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C o u r t t h e n o v e r r u l e d i t s e a r l i e r d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News, 

s t a t i n g : 

"Under t h e Supreme C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n i n H a l l S t r e e t  
A s s o c i a t e s , t h e r e f o r e , m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w 
i s no l o n g e r an i n d e p e n d e n t and p r o p e r b a s i s u n d e r 
t h e [FAA] f o r v a c a t i n g , m o d i f y i n g , o r c o r r e c t i n g an 
a r b i t r a t o r ' s award. I n l i g h t o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
[FAA] i s f e d e r a l l a w , and i n l i g h t o f t h e Supremacy 
C l a u s e o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
A r t . V I , we h e r e b y o v e r r u l e o u r e a r l i e r s t a t e m e n t i n 
B i r m i n g h a m News t h a t m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w 
i s a g r o u n d f o r v a c a t i n g , m o d i f y i n g , o r c o r r e c t i n g 
an a r b i t r a t o r ' s award u n d e r t h e [ F A A ] , and we a l s o 
o v e r r u l e any s u c h l a n g u a g e i n o u r o t h e r c a s e s 
c o n s t r u i n g f e d e r a l a r b i t r a t i o n l a w . " 

13 So. 3d a t 380-81. 

V o l v o T r u c k s c o n t e n d s t h a t t h i s C o u r t ' s a d o p t i o n o f t h e 

m a n i f e s t - d i s r e g a r d - o f - l a w s t a n d a r d i n B i r m i n g h a m News was 

b r o a d enough t o a p p l y n o t o n l y t o a r b i t r a t i o n awards g o v e r n e d 

by t h e FAA, b u t a l s o t o t h o s e g o v e r n e d s o l e l y by t h e AAA. 

V o l v o T r u c k s n o t e s t h a t , i n o v e r r u l i n g B i r m i n g h a m News, t h i s 

C o u r t i n H e r e f o r d r e f e r e n c e d o n l y t h e FAA, n o t t h e AAA. B a s e d 

on t h i s l a n g u a g e , V o l v o T r u c k s a r g u e s t h a t t h i s C o u r t i n 

H e r e f o r d o v e r r u l e d B i r m i n g h a m News o n l y i n s o f a r as i t r e l a t e s 

t o a r b i t r a t i o n awards e n t e r e d u n d e r t h e FAA, n o t a r b i t r a t i o n 

awards g o v e r n e d s o l e l y by t h e AAA. V o l v o T r u c k s t h e r e f o r e 

a r g u e s t h a t t h e m a n i f e s t - d i s r e g a r d - o f - l a w s t a n d a r d r e m a i n s a 
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v i a b l e b a s i s upon w h i c h o u r c o u r t s may s e t a s i d e a r b i t r a t i o n 

awards g o v e r n e d s o l e l y by t h e AAA. We d i s a g r e e . 

I n r e a c h i n g i t s c o n c l u s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News, t h i s C o u r t 

made c l e a r i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e a p p e l l e e s ' a r g u m e n t s t h a t i t s 

d e c i s i o n was g o v e r n e d by t h e FAA, n o t t h e AAA. See 901 So. 2d 

a t 44-47. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h i s C o u r t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e 

m a n i f e s t - d i s r e g a r d - o f - t h e - l a w s t a n d a r d w o u l d n o t f a l l w i t h i n 

t h e s t a t u t o r y g r o u n d s s t a t e d by § 6-6-14, s t a t i n g : 

"To t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e l i m i t e d g r o u n d s l i s t e d 
i n § 6-6-14 ( f r a u d , p a r t i a l i t y , o r c o r r u p t i o n ) m i g h t 
a r g u a b l y g o v e r n j u d i c i a l r e v i e w o f an a r b i t r a t o r ' s 
award r e s u l t i n g f r o m a p o s t - d i s p u t e agreement t o 
a r b i t r a t e when t h e p a r t i e s have v o l u n t a r i l y o p t e d 
f o r a r b i t r a t i o n w i t h f u l l k n o w l edge o f t h e c o n t o u r s 
and s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e i r d i s p u t e , t h o s e g r o u n d s do 
n o t p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e r e v i e w o f a r b i t r a t o r s ' 
d e c i s i o n s i n t h e numerous and v a r i e d c o m m e r c i a l - and 
c o n s u m e r - t r a n s a c t i o n d i s p u t e s now b e i n g c h a n n e l e d t o 
a r b i t r a t i o n i n t h i s S t a t e t h r o u g h p r e d i s p u t e 
a g r e e m e n t s f o r a r b i t r a t i o n . " 

901 So. 2d a t 46. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , when v i e w e d i n i t s e n t i r e t y , t h i s C o u r t ' s 

d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News may n o t be r e a d t o a d o p t t h e 

m a n i f e s t - d i s r e g a r d - o f - l a w s t a n d a r d w i t h r e s p e c t t o c a s e s 

g o v e r n e d by t h e AAA. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e s t a n d a r d s s t a t e d i n 

§ 6-6-14 a r e e x c l u s i v e , and t h i s C o u r t has no a u t h o r i t y t o 

r e w r i t e t h e s t a t u t e t o embrace t h e b r o a d e r s t a n d a r d o f 
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m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . See, e.g., W a l - M a r t S t o r e s ,  

I n c . v. P a t t e r s o n , 816 So. 2d 1, 6 ( A l a . 2 0 0 1 ) ( " T h e C o u r t i s 

n o t a t l i b e r t y t o r e w r i t e s t a t u t e s , Reed v. B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s  

f o r A labama S t a t e U n i v . , 778 So. 2d 791, 794 ( A l a . 2 0 0 0 ) , o r 

't o s u b s t i t u t e i t s judgment f o r t h a t o f t h e L e g i s l a t u r e . ' 

B a p t i s t H e a l t h S y s . , I n c . v. C i t y o f M i d f i e l d , 7 92 So. 2d 

1095, 1097 ( A l a . 2001) ( i n t e r n a l q u o t a t i o n s o m i t t e d ) . " ) . 

To s u p p o r t i t s p o s i t i o n , V o l v o T r u c k s , i n i t s r e p l y b r i e f 

on a p p e a l , a l s o r e l i e s on t h i s C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n s i n J e n k s v.  

H a r r i s , 990 So. 2d 878 (20 08 ), and H&S Homes, L.L.C. v. 

M c D o n a l d , 910 So. 2d 79 ( 2 0 0 4 ) , and t h e C o u r t o f C i v i l 

A p p e a l s ' d e c i s i o n i n S a n d e r s o n Group, I n c . v. S m i t h , 809 So. 

2d 823 ( 2 0 0 1 ) . However, none o f t h o s e d e c i s i o n s s u p p o r t s t h e 

c o n c l u s i o n t h a t an a r b i t r a t i o n award g o v e r n e d by t h e AAA may 

be s e t a s i d e b a s e d on a m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . 

I n J e n k s and H & S Homes, d e c i d e d a f t e r B i r m i n g h a m News 

and b e f o r e H e r e f o r d , t h i s C o u r t c o n s i d e r e d a p p e a l s f r o m 

a r b i t r a t o r s ' awards t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t h e awards had been 

e n t e r e d i n m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . However, t h e awards 

a t i s s u e i n J e n k s and H & S Homes r e s u l t e d f r o m p r e d i s p u t e 

a r b i t r a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s g o v e r n e d by t h e FAA. S i m i l a r l y , 
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S a n d e r s o n Group, a c a s e d e c i d e d by t h e C o u r t o f C i v i l A p p e a l s 

b e f o r e t h i s C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News, w h i c h 

r e v i e w e d an a r b i t r a t i o n award t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r i t was 

e n t e r e d i n m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w , i n v o l v e d a 

p r e d i s p u t e a r b i t r a t i o n a greement g o v e r n e d by t h e FAA. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , none o f t h e c a s e s V o l v o T r u c k s r e l i e s on i n v o l v e 

p o s t d i s p u t e a r b i t r a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s g o v e r n e d s o l e l y by t h e AAA. 

V o l v o T r u c k s , t h e r e f o r e , has n o t shown t h a t , u n d e r t h e 

AAA, o u r c o u r t s have a u t h o r i t y t o s e t a s i d e an a r b i t r a t i o n 

award on t h e b a s i s o f m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w . By t h e 

p l a i n l a n g u a g e o f t h e s t a t u t e , t h e g r o u n d s f o r r e v i e w o f an 

a r b i t r a t i o n award s t a t e d i n § 6-6-14 o f t h e AAA a r e e x c l u s i v e ; 

we have n o t been d i r e c t e d t o any a u t h o r i t y s h o w i n g o t h e r w i s e . 

As p r e v i o u s l y n o t e d , t h e p l a i n i m p o r t o f t h i s C o u r t ' s 

s t a t e m e n t i n B i r m i n g h a m News c r i t i c a l o f t h e s c o p e o f t h e 

g r o u n d s i n § 6-6-14 i s t h a t t h e g r o u n d s a r e so n a r r o w l y drawn 

as n o t t o embrace m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f l a w . B e c a u s e t h e 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e l a w as a g r o u n d 

f o r r e v i e w i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f V o l v o T r u c k s ' s r e m a i n i n g 

a r g u m e n t s on a p p e a l , we need n o t c o n s i d e r t h o s e a r g u m e n t s . 

C o n c l u s i o n 
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B a s e d on t h e f o r e g o i n g , we a f f i r m t h e t r i a l c o u r t ' s e n t r y 

o f t h e a r b i t r a t i o n a w ard as a f i n a l judgment u n d e r R u l e 71C, 

A l a . R. C i v . P. 

1081277 -- AFFIRMED. 

1081713 -- AFFIRMED. 

Cobb, C . J . , and W o o d a l l , S t u a r t , S m i t h , B o l i n , P a r k e r , and 

Shaw, J J . , c o n c u r . 

M urdock, J . , c o n c u r s i n t h e r e s u l t . 
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MURDOCK, J u s t i c e ( c o n c u r r i n g i n t h e r e s u l t ) . 

T h i s c a s e c o n c e r n s awards by a r b i t r a t o r s made p u r s u a n t t o 

p o s t - d i s p u t e a r b i t r a t i o n a g r e e m e n t s . As t o s u c h a w a r d s , V o l v o 

T r u c k s N o r t h A m e r i c a , I n c . , a r g u e s i n i t s a p p e a l s t o t h i s 

C o u r t t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News Co. v. Hor n , 901 

So. 2d 27 ( A l a . 2 0 0 4 ) , r e c o g n i z e s "a m a n i f e s t d i s r e g a r d o f t h e 

l a w " as a b a s i s f o r j u d i c i a l r e v i e w t h a t i s n o t p r o h i b i t e d by 

t h e l i m i t a t i o n s c o n t e m p l a t e d by § 6-6-14, A l a . Code 1975. 

V o l v o T r u c k ' s a p p e a l s a r e b a s e d s o l e l y on i t s r e a d i n g o f t h i s 

C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n i n t h a t c a s e . B e c a u s e I a g r e e w i t h t h e main 

o p i n i o n ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e d e c i s i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m News, I 

c o n c u r i n t h e r e s u l t . 
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